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Complementary and Alternative Medicines

The Royal Society

The Royal Society, the national academy of science of the UK and the Commonwealth, is at the cutting edge of scientific
progress. It supports many top young scientists, engineers and technologists. It influences science policy, it debates scientific
issues with the public and much more. It is an independent, charitable body which derives its authoritative status from its 1400
Fellows and Foreign Members.

Complementary and alternative medicines

The Royal Society believes that complementary and alternative medicines, like conventional medicines, should be subject to
careful evaluation of their effectiveness and safety. It is important that treatments labelled as complementary and alternative
medicines are properly tested and that patients do not receive misleading information about the effectiveness of complementary
medicine. Furthermore, NHS provision for complementary and alternative medicines, as for conventional medicines, should be
confined to treatments that are supported by adequate diagnosis together with evidence of both effectiveness and safety.
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